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126 three- and four-
year-old children in
Head Start preK in
southwest U.S.
(English forms: 65
children, Spanish
forms: 61 children)

Based on parent's
indication of home
language, students
were given either the
English NLM-Listening
or Spanish NLM-
Listening. Alternate
forms reliability and
external criterion
validity were
measured using the
assessment results.

The preschool NLM-
Listening is an oral

language English and
Spanish universal

screening and progress
monitoring tool. This
study examined the
extent to which it is

suitable for assessing
both English and
Spanish language
development in
preschool-aged

children. 

53% Latino/Hispanic,
22% Native American,
< 9% White & Other;
38% female (27% not
reported)

The Spanish NLM-
Listening can be a
supplemental source
of data for children
whose home language
is Spanish. It can
indicate whether
mono- or bilingual
intervention may be
most appropriate and
reveal a child’s relative
language strengths
and weaknesses.

The Spanish and
English sets of NLM-
Listening forms should
not be regarded as
interchangeable in
practice. Using the
CELF-P, concurrent,
criterion-related
evidence of validity
was moderate to
strong for the Spanish
and English NLM-
Listening forms.


